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DEA Laboratory Testing Reveals that 6 out of 10 Fentanyl-Laced Fake
Prescription Pills Now Contain a Potentially Lethal Dose of Fentanyl

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration is alerting the public of a sharp nationwide
increase in the lethality of fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills.

The DEA Laboratory has found that, of the fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills analyzed in 2022, six out of
ten now contain a potentially lethal dose of fentanyl. This is an increase from DEA’s previous announcement
in 2021 that four out of ten fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills were found to contain a potentially lethal
dose.

“More than half of the fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills being trafficked in communities across the
country now contain a potentially deadly dose of fentanyl. This marks a dramatic increase – from four out of
ten to six out of ten – in the number of pills that can kill,” said Administrator Anne Milgram. “These pills are
being mass-produced by the Sinaloa Cartel and the Jalisco Cartel in Mexico. Never take a pill that wasn’t
prescribed directly to you. Never take a pill from a friend. Never take a pill bought on social media. Just one
pill is dangerous and one pill can kill.”

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE SHERIDAN POLICE DEPARTMENT AND ASK FOR THE
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER – (SHERIDAN) 672-2413

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMjEuNjcwMjg4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kZWEuZ292L3ByZXNzLXJlbGVhc2VzLzIwMjEvMDkvMzAvZGVhLXNlaXplcy1oaXN0b3JpYy1hbW91bnRzLWRlYWRseS1mZW50YW55bC1sYWNlZC1mYWtlLXBpbGxzLXB1YmxpYz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.XxBHFATN7wCfz7nupC8ZckNcIw0Yt9jf4EKnz60mIzw/s/1100322046/br/148663911077-l


Last year, the DEA issued a Public Safety Alert on the widespread drug trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake
prescription pills in American communities. These pills are largely made by two Mexican drug cartels, the
Sinaloa Cartel and the Jalisco (CJNG) Cartel, to look identical to real prescription medications, including
OxyContin®, Percocet®, and Xanax®, and they are often deadly. In 2021, the DEA seized more than 20.4
million fake prescription pills. Earlier this year, the DEA conducted a nationwide operational surge to target
the trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills and, in just over three months, seized 10.2 million fake
pills in all 50 states. Through its One Pill Can Kill campaign, the DEA is working to alert the American public
of the dangers of fake prescription pills.

Fentanyl remains the deadliest drug threat facing this country. It is a highly addictive synthetic opioid that is
50 times more potent than heroin and 100 times more potent than morphine.  Just two milligrams of fentanyl,
the small amount that fits on the tip of a pencil, is considered a potentially deadly dose. According to the
CDC, 107,622 Americans died of drug poisoning in 2021, with 66 percent of those deaths involving synthetic
opioids like fentanyl.  The Sinaloa Cartel and Jalisco Cartel in Mexico, using chemicals largely sourced from
China, are primarily responsible for the vast majority of the fentanyl that is being trafficked in communities
across the United States.

For more information on the dangers of fentanyl, please visit Fentanyl Awareness (dea.gov).

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE SHERIDAN POLICE DEPARTMENT AND ASK FOR THE
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER – (SHERIDAN) 672-2413
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